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fleecy whiteness and tufty in shape, the crew enjoyed their re-
lease from constant calls to brace the yards. The wind seldom
varies in direction after this region has been reached, unless
the ship's course is altered. After a pleasant run of three or
four weeks, the capes of Virginia were made late in Septem-
ber, and in time Annapolis was reached. The youngsters, with
renewed energy and new life, then resumed their grind of study
and exercises for another year.

During the summer of 1868 another cruise for practice was
made, this time along the Atlantic coast and up the Hudson to
West Point for the first part, and later outward to Madeira
again. At West Point the cadets from Annapolis met their
companions of the other service, and for several days there was
a round of gayety, dances and competitive drills. The battalion
of Naval Cadets, in their shore drills, as infantry and field
artillerymen, compared favorably with their military comrades,
who were most generous in their acknowledgments. The more
important practice of seamanship and drill, with heavier guns
at sea, was a part of the naval cadets' education which only ex-
perience outside could teach. In early 'July the squadron was
again upon the bounding billows, where the real lessons of sea
habit, sea life, sea experience and sea emergencies were to equip
them for the hardships and exigencies of their later life as
officers.

The writer in this cruise served in the old sloop-of-war
Macedonian, Lieutenant Commander T. 0. Selfridge, jr., com-
manding, one of the captures made during the War of 1812.
The English had taken her from the French in an earlier war.
As public sentiment demanded the preservation of these trophies
of war, the Macedonian was kept constantly in good repair for
many years, or until the change from wood to steel in ship con-
construction and the improvements in artillery compelled her
abandonment. In the romantic days of sail she was known as
a crack ship whose service under the flag had carried her into
every sea of the globe. She was as comfortable as a cradle when
at sea, and during heavy weather under reefed Sails she was
a marvel in working to windward. Selfridge was an excellent
officer, and while under his command the old Macedonian was a
model in making passages from port to port. Her arrival at